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REP: BERLIN 1306 


1. SUMMARY: IN HIS SPEECH TO SED KREIS FIRST 
SECRETARIES PEBRUARY 17 HONECKER PRAISED SED INTERNAL 
POLICIES IN MANY FIELDS, BUT ALSO CHIDED HIS AUDIENCE 
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FOR NOT DOING ENOUGH IN THE AREAS OF PUBLIC SCHOOL 
TEACHING, CULTURE, POLICE AND DEFENSE, AND YOUTH. IT 
IS CLEAR THAT HE WAS GIVING THE PARTY THE WORD THAT 
MORE STRENUOUS EPFORTS ARE EXPECTED FROM PARTY WORKING 
LEVELS IN THESE AREAS IN THE MONTHS TO COME. END 
SUMMARY. 
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2. TEACHING. CITING THE UPCOMING 8TH PEDAGOGICAL 
CONGRESS TO BE HELD IN BERLIN IN OCTOBER, HONECKER 
IMPLIED THAT THE CURRENT QUALITY OF IDEOLOGICAL 
TEACHING IN GDR PUBLIC SCHOOLS IS INADEQUATE. HE 
CALLED FOR HIS AUDIENCE TO STRENGTHEN THEIR EFFORTS 
TO GIVE TEACHERS "A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF 

THE SOCIALIST REVOLUTION IN THE GDR AND ITS PERSPECTIVES" 
AND TO CREATE A MORE RECEPTIVE ATMOSPHERE IN THE 
SCHOOLS FOR THE PROPAGATION OF SOCIALIST DOCTRINE. 

THIS STATEMENT HAS BEEN ECHOED IN SEVERAL RECENT 
ARTICLES IN PARTY JOURNALS WHICH CRITICIZE THE LEVEL 
OF IDEOLOGICAL COMMITMENT AND TRAINING OF PUBLIC 
SCHOOL TEACHERS IN THE GDR AND CALL FOR INCREASED 
PARTY ATTENTION TO THIS PROBLEM. 

3. CULTURE. HONECKER PRAISED THE "QUALITY OF SOCIALIST 
LITERATURE AND ART" STEMMING FROM THE 

CULTURAL POLICIES OF THE 8TH SED CONGRESS. WHILE 
ACKNOWLEDGING THAT "NOT ALL ARTISTS ARE MARXISTS- 
LENINISTS" HE REAFFIRMED THE CENTRAL POSITION OF 
SOCIALIST REALIST ART IN THE CULTURAL PROGRAM OF THE 
SED. IN REFERRING TO THE GREAT RESPONSE FROM THE 
POPULATION TO THE CURRENT 8TH ALL-GDR ART 
EXHIBITION IN DRESDEN, HE DENOUNDED "WESTERN 
PROPAGANDA LIES" CONCERNING THE ALLEGED DESOLATION 
AND DRYING UP OF THE CULTURE LANDSCAPE IN THE GDR. 
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HOWEVER, HE ALSO NOTED THAT "SOME WRITERS AND ARTISTS 
DO NOT CORRECTLY UNDERSTAND THE CLASS CHARACTER OF 
OUR POLICY" AND THAT POLITICAL MISTAKES RESULT 
THEREFROM. HE TASKED HIS AUDIENCE TO "DEEPEN THE 
UNDERSTANDING OF WRITERS AND ARTISTS OF THE CHARACTER 
OF THE CLASS STRUGGLE BETWEEN SOCIALISM AND IMPERIALISM 
AND TO FURTHER CLARIFY THE ROLE WHICH LITERATURE AND 
ART PLAY IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF A SOCIALIST SOCIETY," 
ADDING THAT DISCUSSIONS WITH AND AMONG WRITERS SHOULD 
TAKE PLACE PRIMARILY IN ARTISTS' ORGANIZATIONS. IT 
SEEMS APPARENT THAT THE PARTY LEADERSHIP IS 
STILL NOT SATISFIED WITH THE DEGREE OF POLITICAL 
CONFORMITY OF EAST GERMAN ARTISTS DESPITE THE RECENT 
EXPULSION OF MANY DISSIDENT WRITERS AND THAT HONECKER 
IS DEMONSTRATING THAT THE SED HAS NO INTENTION OF 
EASING UP ON ITS IDEOLOGY-ORIENTED POLICIES IN THE 
NEAR FUTURE. 

4. POLICE AND DEFENSE. WHILE PROCLAIMING THE GDR'S 
DESIRE FOR DISARMAMENT, HONECKER CALLED FOR GREATER 
VIGILANCE IN PRESERVING THE SECURITY OF THE COUNTRY 
FROM THE 'ATTACKS OF CLASS ENEMIES ON THE STATE 
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BORDERS OF THE GDR", WHICH HE SAID HAVE INCREASED. 

IN THIS REGARD HE ALLEGED THERE HAD BEEN SIXTY-NINE 
HUNDRED PROVOCATIONS FROM THE TERRITORY OF THE FRG 
AND SIXTEEN THOUSAND FROM WEST BERLIN SINCE 1973. 
STRESSING THE IMPORTANCE OF CIVIL DEFENSE, SECURITY 
AND DEFENSE FORCES, HE CHARGED HIS AUDIENCE 
TO "STRENGTHEN THE CLASS POSITION AND THE BATTLE 
READINESS OE THE MEMBERS OF THE DEEENSE AND 
SECURITY ORGANS" AND TO "SUPPORT THE READINESS OE ALL 
COMMUNISTS" ON THEIR BEHALF. HE STATED THAT THE FIRST 
PRINCIPLE IS THAT THE "AUTHORITY OE THE PEOPLE'S 
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POLICE IS AS FRIEND AND HELPER OF THE POPULACE IN THE 
TRUEST SENSE OE THE WORD" AND CALLED EOR IMPROVEMENTS 
IN THE POSITION OF CAREER SOLDIERS IN THE GDR. 

5. YOUTH. IN A LENGTHY SECTION OF HIS SPEECH 
HONECKER PRAISED GDR YOUTH AND YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS, 
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BUT IMPLIED THAT THE PARTY IS FALLING SHORT OF ITS 
ABILITY TO WIN THE HEARTS AND MINDS OF YOUNG EAST 
GERMANS. HONECKER IMPLIED THAT THIS IS NOT A FAILURE 
OF IDEOLOGY BUT DUE TO LACK OF EFFORT. HE SAID 
THAT "THERE ARE ENOUGH GOOD ARGUMENTS" BUT THAT IT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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IS A MATTER OF USING THEM EFFECTIVELY AND WISELY. 

COMRADES "SHOULD HELP YOUNG PEOPLE TO FIND THE RIGHT 
WAY IN THE COMPLICATED SITUATION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL CLASS STRUGGLE, TO POSSESS A CLEARER 
PICTURE OF THE ENEMY AND AT ALL TIMES TO BE PREPARED 
TO WORK FOR SOCIALISM AND TO DEFEND IT." YOUTH AND 
YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS HAVE LONG BEEN A PARTICULAR 
INTEREST OF HONECKER'S AND IT SEEMS APPARENT HE IS 
CURRENTLY DISSATISFIED WITH THE 

EFFECTIVENESS OF PARTY PROGRAMS TO REACH AND ATTRACT 
THE COUNTRY'S YOUNG PEOPLE. 

6. IN A LENGTHY PERORATION HONECKER CALLED FOR GREATER 
"REVOLUTIONARY DISCIPLINE, PREPAREDNESS AND DARING". 

IN REVIEWING GERMAN HISTORY HE SAID THAT "THE TERMS 
'FATHERLAND' AND 'NATION' HAVE TAKEN ON A NEW MEANING 
WHICH WILL BE ACHIEVED THROUGH SOCIALISM". HE 
DENOUNDED NATIONALISM AND REACTION IN THE ERG AND 
REAFFIRMED THAT THE "EXISTENCE AND CONTINUED DEVELOPMENT 
OF THE GDR IS AN EXAMPLE OF THE TRIUMP AND 
HISTORICAL INEVITABILITY OF SOCIALISM OVER IMPERIALISM. " 
POLANSKY 
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